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machine. DaVinci never built

his flying machine, but his notes and sketches show that its wingspan
exceeded 33 ft and the frame was to be made of pine covered in raw
silk. To power the plane, the pilot would pedal a crank connected to a
rod-and-pulley system, and a hand crank for increased energy would
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Airport Factoids

World’s closest airports:
A flight between the
gateways to Papa Westray
and Westray, islands in the
Scottish Orkneys, takes an
average of 96 seconds.

World’s shortest com-
mercially serviceable run-
way: Juancho E. Yrausquin
Airport on the island of
Saba is just 1,300 ft.

World’s highest airport:
Tibet’s Qamdo Bangda
Aiport is located at 14,219
ft above sea level.

World’s largest airport
building: Terminal 3 in the
Dubai airport is 12.76 mil-
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an electric-powered device

with a 14.5-ft wingspan. Its

electric motor propulsion
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have been available, as well as a headpiece for steering. Whether his
flying machine could have actually gotten off the ground is debated, but
once in the air, DaVinci may have soared through his dream.
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Shoo, Fly,
Don’t Bother Me

A Harvard University project created
the ultimate fly on the wall. It’s a life-
size robotic fly that has a wingspan of

3 cm and a weight of only 60 mg. The
reason for this project is not to create
an indestructible nuisance, but rather to create an alterna-
tive new form of surveillance robots. MIT Technology Review
reports that the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency funded the research project in hopes that it could be
used in battlefield and urban environments.

Congratulations to Jason Havard, a professional
' member of ASSE’s East Texas Chapter, for his win- l
| ning caption in the PS Create the Caption contest. |
His entry appears below the photo of the month.

“That’s not
flying, that’s
just falling

with style.”

Woody, from the
1996 movie Toy
Story

Of course it will hold;
it’s a sailor’s knot.
Michael Gurevich
Staten Island, NY
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